Consular Office of Japan in Portland
1300 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 2700-
Portland, Oregon 97201
(503)221-1811

July 9%, 2024
Dear Portland JETAA & Friends of Ranald MacDonald,

On behalf of the Consular Office of Japan in Portland, we would like to thank you to all for
attending this tour to celebrate the 2A00th birthday of Ranald MacDonald. We offer special thanks
to the JET Alumni Association members for all you do to build friendship between the U.S. and

Japan.

As you all know, Ranald MacDonald was an Oregonian, the son of a Scottish father and a Chinook
mother, and the very first “American” to set foot on Japanese shores. He is also credited as the
first English teacher in Japan, who taught members of the shdgu‘nate delegation who would
eventually negotiate with Commodore Perry during his mission to open Japan to trade with the
"United States. In this sense, it was an Oregonian who began the cultural, linguistic, and eventually

economic exchanges that would come to flourish between our two countries.

Mr. MacDonald arrived in Japan just as our era of isolation was ending and Japan was beginning
to turn its attention toward the outside world. What reasons Mr. MacDonald had for embarking
* on this perilous sea voyage to a closed and unwelcoming country at this uncertain time are
unknown. But even though his stay in Japan lasted less than a year, he made a remarkable
contribution to the people who would go on to be active in and shape the direction of Japanese

diplomacy and our relations with the outside world.

Ranald MacDonald hailed from this area of the Northwest and, for a time, called Astoria home. It
is from here that he embarked with his secret plan to enter Jépan. These days we have plans and

connections that are out in the open, and of which we are very proud.




The Friends of MacDonald, through the leadership of Mas Yatabe, offers exchange activities for
students from Rishiri, Hokkaido where MacDonald first landed. These English and Japanese
language study programs and Japan-US personal exchange programs create lasting bonds of

friendship and understanding.

Rex and Keiko Ziak, founders of Obon Society, live here in Astoria and make it the base of
operations for all of their wonderful, healing work, returning personal items to the families of

Japanese soldiers fallen in WWIL.

Our office is also happy to partner with the Columbia River Maritime Museum on a program that
allows school children in Japan and Oregon to send GPS-guided mini-boats to each other across
the Pacific. In a voyage that mimics Ranald MacDonald's, students can monitor their boats and

chart their course as they make their way across the ocean.

Participants of the Japan Exchange & Teaching Program, represented here by alumni association
members, travel to Japan every year to become English teachers in schools across Japan. Injusta
few weeks another 38 new JET participants will depart from Portland to take up their teaching
duties — from Hokkaido all the way to Kyushu. Ali of these activities carry echoes of Ranald
MacDonald’s journey. And we are honored to say that, in this sense, we are following in his

footsteps.

Again, our deep thanks to the Portland JET Alumni Association and to all of you here who.
remember and keep the legacy of Ranald MacDonald alive. For our part, with your help and in the
spirit of Ranald MacDonald, we will do our best to promote the growth of friendship and
understanding between Japan and the United States, and to support ideas and activities that lead

to that goal.

Sincerely,
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Naoto Shigehisa, Consul



